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REELS, 


PSAL. L. 23 


IV boſo offerath Praiſe, glariſierb me; and 
to him that ordereth his Converſation a- 
rigbt, will I ſhew the Salvation of 


God. 
HAT (with unutterable Affections and 

Pleaſure) we have already, again and 

again perform'd; in our ſeveral Private 

and Domeſtick Capacities ; by Publick Authori- 
ty we are now called upon in a ſolemn manner, 
joyntly, with the King himſelf, and the reſt of 
our Fellow Subjects of Great Britain, to engage 


afreſh in. And indeed this Solemnity doth but 


ſuit the Occaſion ; for as the Benefits of this ado- 
rable Providence extend in general to all Prote- 
ſtants, within the Compaſs of theſe Dominions, 
ſo what leſs can all do, than joyn in the ge- 
neral Praiſe. The Mercy is ours, but the Glory 
is God's; as we therefore are happy in our joynt 
Wiſhes, ſo let us honour him with our joynt 
Praiſes. This 1s what he ſtrictly requires, and 
is the beſt and moſt reaſonable Sacrifice we de- 
pendent Creatures can poſſibly give him; the Sin- 
cerity of this made manifeſt by a ſuitable Con- 
verſation, beſt honours him, and moſt benefits 


2 Our 
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our ſelves, as in the Text, JY/hoſo offereth Praiſe, 
_ Slorifieth me; and to him that ordereth his Converſa- 
tion aright, will I ſhew the Salvation of God, os 
That theſe Words, the Subje& of our preſent 
Meditation, may be ſerviceable to diſpoſe our 


Minds and Hearts in the Duty before us, I ſhall 
treat of them after this manner. 


I. Will confider the Obligations we are under 
to praiſe God; which are underſtood, tho' not 
* the Text. 
I. Will confider the Duty it ſelf, as it reſpects 
our ſelves, and the due Performance of it with 
reſpe& to God. 
III. Will ſhew when Men are ſaid to order their 
Converſation aright. 
IV. The Bleflings and Benefits that do ariſe 
from, and accompany Mens ordering their Con- 
verſation aright. | 
V. Apply the whole. 


I. Let us conſider the Obligations the Divine 
Being puts us under to praiſe him, which are un- 
derſtood, tho' not expreſs'd in the Text. Praiſe 
is a Religious Duty, that reſults from and is the 
conſequent of Divine Favours; it becomes nat 
due, neither doth our bountiful Benefactor claim 
it, until the Mercy deſired and wanted be firſt 
beſtow'd. From hence tis manifeſt, that when 
ſoever our Almighty Maker doth invite and call 
. his dependent Creatures, to offer u 

hankſgiving, tis becauſe tis their Debt, wh 
becomes due upon the Reception of his Mercies. 

But to return: Our Obligations to offer up 
Praiſe are many, they are every way proportiona- 
ble to our Mercies, and theſe, like the Hairs of 

our 
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our Head, arc innumerable ; we may as well at- 
tempt to number the Stars in the Firmament, as 
ro recount the Mercies of God, that are mani- 
feſted to ns and do attend us, from the begin- 
ning to the end of Life: And every one of theſe 
put us under a particular Obligation of Praife. 

Give me leave to inſtance a few of the princi- 
pal Mercies of God to us, and from thence it 
will appear, how great and ſtrong our Ties and 
Obligations are to offer him Praiſe. 

1. We are his Creation, our Lives and Beings 
are the Product of his Infinite Wiſdom and Al- 
mighty Power. M are the WWorkmanſhip of his 
Hands, ſays the Divine Pen-man, it is he that hath 
made us, and not we our ſelves, Pſal. 100. 3. For 
our meer Beings we are indebted to our Creator, 
but for his Goodneſs in making us ſuch Noble 
and Excellent Beings, for making us a little lower 
than the Angels, for giving us Dominion over 
the Works of his Hands, and inveſting us with 
Faculties and Powers, whereby we are capable of 
Loving, of Serving and Enjoying him for ever; 
how great are our Obligations to Praiſe ! 

2. Our Preſervation is from him, M are his 
People and the _ of his Paſture. His providential 
Care, that extends with the Line of our Lives, is 
our Life and Safety: From this rich Fountain of 
Fulneſs and Goodneſs, doth ſtream all the ſweet 
and comfortable Supplies of Food, Strength, Reſt 
and Raiment, that are needful for Support and 
. Preſervation. We ſhould fink under the weight 
Hot every Oppreſſion, we ſhould die of every Di- 

Teaſe, and be ſubdued by every Enemy; if he, 
who 1s the Life of our Lives, and the Breath of 
our Noſtrils, did not ſuſtain us. As nothing is 
out of the Reach of his Providence, ſo our very 
| Safety 
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| Safety and Protection, as well as Life, is owing 
to him; Tis in him that we live, and move, and 
have our Beings, Acts 17. 28. Tis he doth bleſs 
our Food for Refreſhment, and our Phyſick for 
Health ; 'tis he that doth preſerve us from noxi- 
ous Vapours, peſtilential Airs and all deſtructive 
Evils ; 'tis he that doth reſtrain the Fury of E- «a 
nemies, and cauſeth us to lie down and to dwell | 
in Safety: Or, as the Pſalmiſt excellently phraſeth 
it. No healeth all thy Diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy 
Life from Deſtruction, who crowneth thee with loving 
Kindneſs and tender Mercies, who ſatisfyeth thy Mouth 

| with good Things, fo that thy Youth is renewed like the 

f Eagles, Pſal. 103. 3. Now for this Safe Con- 

dud and comfortable Support, thro' the Stage of 

this Life, how great are our Obligations! 

2. The princjpal Mercy of all (viz. our Re- 
demption) is alſo from him. *Tis he who in in- 
finite Goodneſs hath pitied us in «our loſt and 
miſerable Condition, who hath provided a Re- 
medy for our Malady, and ſeaſonably applies it 
for our Recovery. Our Deliverance from the Bon- 
dage of Sin, from the Tyranny of Satan, and 
trom the Jaws of eternal Death, and our Title 
to Life Everlaſting: Are all owing to his rich 
Mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. If he had 
not graciouſly interpos'd between us and Ruin, 
we had ſunk irrecoverably into endleſs Miſery, 
and periſh'd in our Iniquities, and had become 
the Prey of the Devil and the Triumph of Hell. 
But, Oh Goodneſs truly Divine! He hath laid 

i Help on one that is Mighty, and able to Save, ing 
| our forlorn State, when helpleſs and hopeleſs ; 
He raiſed up an Horn of Salvation for us, in the | 
Houſe of his Se vant David, as he ſpake by the 55 
Mouth of his Holz Prophets, that ( by hin) we 
a ſhould 


* 
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ſhould be ſaved from our Enemies, and from the Hand 
of all that hate us, Luke 1. 6, 9. Now for a Mer- 
cy ſo incomparably great, for a Mercy ſo abſo- 
lately neceſſary, ſo univerſally deſirable, and every 
way ſo ſuitable to perfe& our endleſs Happineſs, 
Mobs which we are utterly unworthy of : How 
reat and how univerſal are our Obligations ! 
For this and the Mercies before recounted, which 
are of general Benefit to all true Chriſtians in the 
World ; yea, the Benefits of the two former, do 
extend to all Mankind without exception, our 


Obligations fo offer Praiſe are ſo exceeding great, 


that 'tis our continual Duty, 'tis a Duty of daily 
Revolution, tis ſo cloſely connected with other 
Parts of Religious Worſhip, that tis infeparable 
from them. | 

4. Let us now conſider the particular Obliga- 
tions our Divine Maker hath put ns under, to 
conſtrain us at this Juncture, to offer up our Prai- 
ſes. The Mercy which to our full Satisfaction we 
are bleſſed with, and for which to the Searcher 
of Hearts we can appeal, we do as gratefully 
as we do ſolemnly Commemorate, is the Happy 
and Peaceable Acceſſion of His Majeſty, to the 
Imperial Throne of theſe Dominions. 

I here cant think it an unſuitable or unpleaſant 
Digreſſion, by way of Introduction, to own, how 
juſt and great our Fears and Jealouſies lately 
were, when continually alarm'd with the mighty 
Preparations of a Pretender, when the whole Scene 

Sd Affairs did look with a favourable Aſpect 
that way; and every thing did viſibly appear to 
interfere with the preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment. 
Then at the beſt we could expect no other, but 
our preſent Defender of the Faith, would be ob- 
liged, in maintaining his Right, (upon the 1 
| | miſc 
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miſe of the Queen) to cut his way to the Throne 
through his Enemies. And indeed, had he came 
to the Poſſeſſion of what he now inherits this 
way, yet had he been a ſingular Bleſſing to us; 
a Bleſſing worth our acceptance, and God had 
been worthy of the Praiſe we are now Solemnly 
and Joytully offering him. But how mightily doth 
it enhanſe the Debt of our Obligations, when 
we conſider the interpoſing Providence of God, 
in calling our Lawful Sovereign to the Govern- 
ment of theſe Kingdoms ; even then, when the 
unſetled Affairs of his Potent and Reſtleſs Ad- 
verſaries, both at Home and Abroad, would 
not ſuffer them to obſtruct his coming ! 75 
# the Lord's Doings, and it is marvellous in our 
Eyes. And that our Obligations upon this Ac- 
count are great, will abundantly appear, by 
conſidering the valuableneſs of this Mercy to us 
Proteſtants, as ſuch. 'Tis a Mercy of incompa- 
rable Worth; and I am perſwaded, a little ſeri- 


| ous Conſideration, without the aſſiſtance of Art, 
will ſuffice, to bring us in love with it: and to 


adore that Providence which brought it to paſs. 

The incomparable Value of this Mercy will 
appear from theſe Conſiderations: 

(1.) By conſidering the Mercy it ſelf. 

(2.) By the Deliverance it gives us. 

(3.) By the Benefits and Advantages of it, both 
to our ſelves, and to the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
general. | 

(1.) Let us weigh and ponder the Mercy it ſelf, 
I mean, the Perſon and Family, on behalf of which 
the Almighty hath ſo favourably and ſeaſonably 
interpoſed, in bringing them ſafely among us. 
The Perſon who fills the Throne (God be praiſed) 


is a real Proteſtant, not only born within the En- 
cloſure 
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_ cloſure of the Proteſtant Church, and who with 

his Milk and early Reaſon ſucked in the Princi- 
ples of our Holy Religion; but one who with his 
ripened Judgment, and weighty Reaſons, embra- 
ces them, as the true Principles of the Goſpel. 
And to convince us that . his Soul 1s entire for 
God in this way, his ſteady Practice, bright Ex- 
ample, and reſplendent Vertues ; together with 
the Dangers upon all occaſions he hath gene- 
rouſly expoſed Himſelf unto, in the Defence of ſo 
Glorious a Cauſe; are ſo many Demonſtrations 
thereof. In a word, he is a Prince every way qua- 
lified, both by the Laws of God, and the Laws 
of our Land, to reign over us. 

And what doth moreover recommend Him to 
us, is his great Quality, and high Deſcent. A 
Sovereign Mighty Prince he was, before he be- 
came ours ; and of his Mild and Gracious Go- 
vernment, we may form a Judgment, by the 
Tears and Sorrow of his Subjects at parting, 
which are certain Indications of his Indulgent 
Care, and Paternal Affections towards them; 
and of their unfeigned Love, and inviolable Re- 
ſpects towards him. And he deſcended from the 
Loyns of that truly Noble and Pious Prince, the 
King of Bohemia, who made ſo Glorious a Fi- 
gure in the World, in the Defence of Religion 
and Liberty. In the Judgment of Solomon we are 
happy upon this account, as when he faith, Bleſ- 
fed art thou, O Land, when thy King is the Son of 
Novles, Ecclel. 10. 17: 

What elſe muſt we needs be; but happy in him, 
when we find added to his Quality 85. Nohility, 
all thoſe Chriſtian Royal Vertues that adorn the 


Crown he wears; and which in a ſpecial manner 
B recom- 
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recommends him to us, as a worthy Defender of 
the Faith. ” 

2. The Deliverance it gives us fully declares, 
how exceeding valuable a Mercy it is : Few or 
none (I preſume) can be ignorant, what Miſeries 
and Calamities would of courſe have invaded us, 
both in Church and State, had God in juſt Diſ- 
pleaſure for our Sins, ſtood by and look'd on as 
an unconcerned Spectator, and ſo ſuffered the De- 
ſigns of our reſtleſs Adverſaries to ſucceed, in 
putting by the Proteſtant Heir, in favour of the 
Pretender. CE rar 

What could we expect from a Perſon educated 
in a Popiſh Court, to which he is indebted un- 
known Sums ; and trained up in the Principles of 
Popery and Tyranny, but extream Servitude and 

Beggery ? We have had too much experience of 
Popiſh Promiſes, and Popiſh Clemency, to truſt 
them any further. We ſhould be infatuated to the 
laſt degree ſhould we do fo. I hope we ſhall e- 
yer ſtand faſt in this Liberty, wherewith Chriſt 
hath made us free; and never again be intangled 
in that deteſtable Yoke of Bondage. We have not 
as yet, Thanks be to God, forgotten their Dar- 
ling Principle, That no Faith is to be kept with 
Hereticks. If we had been ſo far forſaken of 
God, and abandoned of Rcaſon, as to have lent 
a Hand towards his Acceſſion, we had ſurely 
paved the way to our own Deſtruction; as 
the Suffolk Men did when they- brought Queen 
Mary to the Throne. We ſhould then have quick- 
ly ſeen the Government unhing'd, and the Pil- 
lars that ſupport our Religion, Liberties and Pro- 
perties ſappd and undermined ; and our Lives, 
Families, and Eſtates, at the Mercy of a cruel and 
"perfidious Tyrant. And perhaps then we ſhould 

| | not 


» 
* * 
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not only ſee the Fires rekindled in Smithfield; and 


over all the Kingdom, but even feel the Force of 
them likewiſe, if we dare to be true to the Princi- 
ples of our Pure and Holy Religion. But from all 
ſach dreadful Evils as theſe (praiſed be our Hea- 
venly Father) we are perfectly delivered by the 


Enjoyment of this Bleſſing, which is the Occaſion, 


of our preſent Triumph. | 

This Mercy will appear incomparably valuable, 
if we conſider the Benefits and Advantages there- 
of, both to our ſelves, and the Proteſtant Intereſt 
in general. What a beautiful Proſpe& of Peace, 
Security, and Plenty, doth it open to us for the 
preſent ? And what good Thing that is deſirable 
and neceſlary to compleat our „ may 
we not expect it will bring both us and our Po- 
ſterity for the future? 

By an early Declaration we are encouraged to 
believe, that our Religious and Civil Liberties 
ſhall be preſerved entire; and that it ſhall be no 
more in the Power of Men of unpeaceable Tem- 
pers, and malicious Diſpoſitions, to diſturb the 
Peace of our Jeruſalem, by throwing us into ſuch 
dreadful Convulſions and Agitations, which ſo 
lately endangered our Safety ; and from which 
we are ſo miraculouſly reſcued. But that every 
Man ſhall fit under his Vine, and under his Mg- 
tree ; and enjoy the Fruit of his own Labour,and 
God's Bleſſings, without any moleſtation. Under 


ſuch an Adminiſtration, where Vertue and real 


Worth only meeteth Favour, Religion and Piety 
mutt needs flouriſh ; and Prophaneneſs, Vice and 
Villainy be diſcountenanced and puniſhed ; and 
Trade and Credit which hath a long while langui- 
ſhed, and been ready to expire, raiſe and revive 


again, and we once more, (by the favour of 
B 2 Prov 
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Providence) in a capacity, not only to preſerve 
our ſelves, and aſſiſt our Neighbours, but to cha- 
ſtize our Enemies, whenever they invade either 
us or them. | | 
This Mercy is a great Advantage to the Prote- 
ſtant Intereſt in general, twill contribute to our 
greater Strength and greater Security, and be a 
| ſpecial means of enlivening and promoting the 
progreſs of the Goſpel. Our Siſtcr Churches in 
Holland, Germany, and all other Parts of the 
World, that hath been threatned and in Danger, 
will now take Heart and breath afreſh, and aſ- 
ſume a Spirit becoming ſuch, as are under the Pro- 
tection of ſo mighty and hearty a Defender of 
the Faith, who will do all that can be expected, 
to guard them againſt the Violence of their Ene- 
mies, to preſerve them entire in the poſſeſſion of 
all their Privileges, Spiritual and Temporal, and 
to | rg them Advantages ; that ſo both they 
and we, may be as Happy and Safe, as tis poſ- 
ſible for us to be in this Mortal State: that we 
may have Freedom and Encouragement to ſerve 
our God without fear, in Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs before him all our Days. Now for a Mer- 
cy of ſuch an extenſive Influence, which, like the 
Sun, warms and enlivens a World of Proteſtants. 
For a Mercy ſo deſirable and ſuitable to anſwer 
our utmoſt Wiſhes: How great are our Obliga- 
tions to offer up Praiſe! Which brings me to the 
Second Thing. | 
II. To conſider the Duty of Praiſe as it re- 
ſpects our ſelves, and the due Performance of it 
with reſpect to God. Praiſe is an Act of Reli- 
gious Worſhip we offer to our Divine Benefactor, 
npon the reception of his Mercies, and proceeds 
from Lore. Sincere Love to God ſtirs up and 
| excites 


in his greateſt need: He will as ſoon abſtain 


A Thankſoiving-Sermon. 13 


excites the Powers of our Souls, to the perfor- 
mance of this Duty; a Soul truly warm'd with 
this Heavenly Affection, will not ſuffer the Me- 
mory of Divine Favours to be obliterated or ſink 
in Oblivion, but will ardently, with David, be 
calling upon it to awake out of drowſie Neglt- 
gence ; ſaying, Blefs the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me bleſs his holy Name ; Bleſs the Lord, 
O my Soul, and forget not all his Benefits. Pſal 103. 
1, 2. The Bent and Diſpoſition of an upright 
Heart ſtands this way, and he can no more re- 
frain from bleſſing God for his Mercies, than he 
can refrain from asking them (by humble Prayers 
rom 

Food (in the midſt of Plenty) even then when 
the Appetite is exceeding craving, as reſtrain 
Praiſe, when the Deſire is ſatisfied by the Enjoy- 
ment of that Good he violently panted after and 
wanted. | 
Saith ſuch a one, Shall I receive Good from 
God, and by Ingratitude ſhall I render him Evil! 
Shall he load me with his Benefits! And ſhall I 
weary him with my Iniquities ! (God forbid !) 
He is apt to reject the very Suggeſtion of ſuch 
Thoughts with Abhorrence. 
An ingenious Mind will not ſo illy requite his 
Benefactor, he is as ready to pay the Tribute as 
to receive the Bleſſing : He ſhall not more joyful- 
ly embrace the Mercy, than he will thankfully of- 
fer Praiſe : If his Almighty Preſerver lift him up 
out of the Pit of Deſtruction, he will not fail to 
lift up his Heart to Heaven, in humble Praiſe and 
Admiration. 

And indeed, this is the moſt acceptable Sacri- 
* fice a reaſonable dependent Creature can poflibly 
offer his Creator: He is not pleaſed with 5 
| ands 
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ſands of Rams, nor with Ten Thouſands of Ri- 
vers of Oil, tis not the Multitude and Coſtlineſs 
of thoſe Things, but Thankfulneſs that delights 
him; as he declares, Pſal. 50. 9, &c. I will take no 
Bullock out of thy Houſe; nor He-Goats out of thy Fold; 
For all the Beaſts of the Forreſt are mine, and the Cat- 
tle upon a Thouſand Hills; I will not eat the Fleſh of l 
Bulls; nor drink the Blood of Goats. Offer unto God 
Thankſgiving, and pay thy Vows unto the moſt High; 
and call upon me in the Day of Trouble, I vill deliver 

thee, and thou ſhalt glori e me. A thankful Heart, 
truly and deeply affected with the Senſe of the 
Divine Goodneſs, in the Eſteem of our Heavenly 
Father, is the beſt and richeſt Sacrifice; 'tis an 
Oblation that is both pleaſing to him, and bene- 
ficial to our ſelves ; 'twill not only ſecure our poſ- 
ſeſſion in the Mercy we already enjoy, but will 
Pzocure what we further want; twill melt the 
Heart, and open the Hand of our gracious Deli- 
verer, to a liberal Communication of all needful 
and deſirable good things. 

2. The due Performance of this Duty with re- 
ſpe& to God. He that offereth Praiſe, glorifieth me: 
But tho' this be the real effect of hi ao 
yet we are not to imagine, that we do hereby 
heighten his Happineſs, and add ſomething to the 
Excellencies and Perfections of his Being and Na- 
ture; all our Oblations and Obedience are of no 
Advantage to him: If thou art Righteous, what gi- 
weſt thou him! Or what receiveth he of thine Hund? 
Job 35. 7. Tho' Piety is the Ornament and Ex- 
cellency of the Soul, and is truly profitable, yet 
nothing accrues to God thereby, the Benefits and 
Advantages are entirely our own: And if it ſhould 
be ask d, What we are to underſtand by glorify- 
ing God? I anſwer, We Glorify him when we 

acknow- 
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acknowledge him to be the Principal Author of 
all our Mercies ; when we aſcribe all our Delive- 
rances and Comforts to his moiſt Holy, Wiſe and 
Powerful Providence, and praiſe him for the ſame, 
in giving him our Hearts and Obedience. . 

III. When Men are ſaid to regulate their Con- 
verſation aright > They do ſo when they walk 
ſuitably to their Engagements, when the Courſe 
of their Lives 1s correſpondent with their Mer- 
cCies; or when they regulate their Walking by the 
Divine Standard, and the Will of God is the Rule 
and Meaſure of their Faith and Practice, and 
they believe and act in Conformity thereunto ; 
chearfully engaging in every Duty it points out, 
whether it be an Act of Piety, an Act of Mercy, 
or an Act of Charity, doing all heartily as unto 
God, and not unto Men, (i. e.) for God's ſake, 
and for his Honour and Glory. 

IV. The Bleflings and Benefits that are entail'd 
upon, and do accompany Mens ordering their 
Converſation aright. I will ſbe u the Salvation of 
God, (i. e.) They ſhall both ſee and enjoy Bleſſed- 
neſs : They ſhall not be bare Spectators, to ſtand 
and gaze upon ſo Glorious and Soul-raviſhing a 
Proſpect, without taſting the Delights thereof; 
bur ſhall be ſatisfy'd with the Poſſeſſion. 

Theſe Words refer likewiſe to the Temporal 
Bleſſings and Benefits, which God will ſhew and 
beſtow upon ſuch Perſons, viz. a Confluence of 
all neceflary and deſirable Mercies, that are con- 
ducive to their more peaceable, comfortable and 
happy Beings. If ye be willing and obedient (ſaith 
Jehovah) ye ſhall then eat the good of the Land, Iſa. 1. 
19. A Fulneſs of Temporal Proviſion will God 
ſecure unto, and provide for his Faithful and 
Thankful Children. He will ſpread their Tables, 

and 
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and fill their Cups ; and fill their Hearts with 
Food and Gladneſs. He will bleſs them in their 
Basket and Store; in the Fruit of their Bodies; 
in the Fruit of their Ground; and in all their 
Labours and Subſtance. He will be a Sun to re- 
freſh and comfort them under their Sorrows ; and 
a Shield to protect them againſt. all hurtful Evils, 
and malicious Enemies. He will help them, and 
deliver them, and ſave them from the Wicked, be- 
cauſe they put their truſt in him. 

He will cauſe their Enemies that riſe up againſt 
them, to be ſmitten before their Faces; they ſhall 
come out againſt them one way, but they ſhall 
fly before them ſeven ways. Yea, we are aſſured, 
that he will bleſs their King, whom he hath rai- 
ſed up, and ſheltered from the Rage and Power of 
Adverſaries, with Wiſdom, Strength and Salvati- 
on. He will bleſs his Counſels and Enterprizes, 
and prolong his Lite, and his Years (in his Roy- 
al Iſſue) to many Generations. And to perfect all, 
he will heal their malignant Tempers, wherein the 
Seeds of ſtrife and corruptions, and animoſity 
are engendered, and where they do ſpring up ; 
which prompts and urgeth them to all Acts of In- 
temperance, Cruelty, and Immorality. And will 
bleſs them with a happy conjunction of thoſe Ver- 
tues wherein true Chriſtianity doth conſiſt ; which 
are neceſſary to the Peace and Proſperity of the 
Church of Chriſt in general; and for Mens Sal- 
vation in ſpecial. When the Divine Providence 
ſhall once bring theſe things to paſs, then will Men 
be ſecure in the Favour and Love of God; and 
then will they be truly happy. Glory ſhall dwell 
in their Land ; for Mercy and Truth are met to- 
gether ; Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each 


other. And then Truth ſhall ſpring out of the 
5 | | Earth ; 
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Farth; and Righteouſneſs ſhall look down from 
Heaven. 


| The Application now follows. 

If our Obligations to offer up Praiſe are ſo 
many and great, as we have neard, and if that 
we glorifte God in the Performance of this Duty, 
as has been made appear ; let us then heartily 
and joyfully, but with all humbly engage herein. 
What greater Motives can be propounded to 
allure us herein, than what are mentioned in the 
Text? The chief and bleſſed Object of Love, De- 
fire and Adoration is Honoured and Glorified 
Hereby; and ſingular Benefits accrue to our 
ſelves. If there be the leaſt Spark of Divine Love 
within us, it will inflame our Affections towards 
ſuch an Object; and ſweetly conſtrain us to en- 

age in ſo pleaſant as well as profitable a Duty. 

h ! what a refreſhing Sweetneſs doth flow in 
our Souls, when we reflect upon the Mercy we 
are now bleſſed with; that we are ſo ſeaſonably 
called upon, in ſuch a ſolemn manner jointly with 
the King himſelf, and the reſt of our F-!!ow-Sub- 
jects of Great Britain, to proclaim the Divine 
Goodneſs, for a Mercy we can never too much 
admire, nor too gratefully commemorate ! A 
| Mercy ſo far above our Deſerts, that our Sins 

and our Fears did ſadly prognoſticate we ſhould 
be diſappointed of; but by the remarkable Steps 
of Providence, our Fears are ſcattered ; the Clouds 
of Horrour which impended over our Heads, 
which were full of Miſchief, and did dreadfully 
threaten both us and all other Proteſtant Coun- 
tries, are now blown away; and a bleſſed, a ſe- 
rene and beautiful Day, hath God given us in 


the room thereof. This is the Day which the _ 
| | : At 


— 


— —— rw r 


A, * 0 * U 3 8. 1 r 
— 2 * — 4 or ye Py wag K 3 " At r * — " —_—_ Ir, 7, FIR) 1 of 
A r r * W K * 
u IS" IP - _Y 1 2 * | 


8 


— ELD, 
ä 


Wa — —— 
a - ” Age PR * 4 > wm edn 9 
* a 4 * * . 


—— 


— + 


18 A T hankſoromg-Sermon. 


hath made; we will rejoyce and be glad in it, Pſat. 
118. 24. Oh what Impreſſions of Love, Joy and 
Thankfulneſs ſhould this beget in our Souls! It 
cannot choſe but enliven and awaken our Souls, 
and warm them with Superlative Love to God; 
and conſtrain us with over-flowing Affections to 
praiſe his Name upon the account of the Train of. 
Mercies this Providence brings in its Retinue, 
which both we and our lateſt Poſterity may hope 
to reap the benefits of. It hath already allayed 
our Fears in relation to the dangers we were late- 
ly in. It hath ſnatched us from that horrible Pit 
of Darkneſs, Idolatry and Perdition, which the 
Popiſh Religion would have involved us in. It 


| hath (praiſed be the Almighty) ſet us upon a ſure 


Foundation, where our Standing is firm, and 


where our Goings ſhall be eſtabliſhed. Our Laws, 


our Religion and Liberties, that were precarious, 
ate now ſecured ; and (if our Sins prevent not) 
no doubt will remain ſo, to our Poſterity, againſt 
all the Gates of Hell. And moreover, what 
ſhould make the Perſon of our Sovereign exceed- 
ing dearand precious to us, 1s the conſideration, 
that he 1s not only, what we our ſelves are, a 
real Proteitant, but is the Choice of Heaven, as 
well as our own. The remarkable Interpoſition of 
Providence in his Favour, in ſo Critical a Jun- 
cture, and the favourable Winds and Weather 
that attended both Him and the Royal Family 
hither, what arc they! but certain Indications 
that the High and Holy One approved our 
Choice? Yea, that he firſt directed us to the Man, 
and will now make us, and the Generations to 
come happy, under his and his Progeny's Govern- 
ment? What abundant Reaſon therefore have we 
to be ananimous, joyning our Hearts and Voices 

in 


7 
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in the general conſort of Praiſing God, and Glo- 


tifying him together. And it ſhould not ſuffice, 
that we joyn with our Country-men in the Duty, 
we ſhould ſee that our Hearts be truly and deep- 
ly affected with the Mercy, that our Love and 


Thankfulneſs be proportionable to the Joyful Oc- 
cation ; not contenting our ſelves with lukewarm 


Affections, which do rather diſparage than ho- 


nour our Gracious Deliverer. Let us rouſe up, 


awaken and employ all the Powers of our Souls 
and Bodies (with David) in the Duty before us, 


ſaying, Awake my Glory, awake Pſaltery and Harp, 


I my ſelf will awake early. I will praiſe thee, O 
Lord, among the People 1 will ſing unto thee among 


the Congregation ; for thy Mercy is great unto the Hea- 


vent, and thy Truth unto the Clouds, Pſal. 57. 8, 
9z 10. | | 
Methinks there ſhould not be one jarring String 
in all our Harps, but that they ſhould be all well 
Set and Tund, to promote the Divine Harmony 
of the Day. This is a reaſonable Suggeſtion, for 


if the Mercy which is the Ground of our preſent 


Joy and Thankſgiving, be of general Benefit to 


all Proteſtants in the Kingdom, as unqueſtionably 
it is; why then ſhould we not heartily unite in 


Sivging Heavenly Praiſes? If Proteſtants cannot 
find a Heart to Bleſs God for a Proteſtant Prince, 
in whom every thing that is peculiarly Dear 


and Precious to them, is ſecured ; but reſerve. 


their Hearts, their Affections and Allegiance for 
a Papiſt, they muſt be infatuated to the laſt de- 
gree; they muſt be wanton, and weary of Li- 


berty, and pure Religion, and affect a deſtructive 


Change. 
C 2 1 For 
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For what leſs than Extirpation and Deſtructi- 
on can be expected ſhould befal the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms, if God (for our Sins) 
ſhould plague us with a Popiſh Sovereign, who 
holds it as a main Principle, That 'tis Meritorious 
to deſtroy Her eticks, (1. e.) Proteſtants of what Claſs 
or Denominarion ſoever. Such, therefore, as do 
reject a Proteſtant, in favour of a Popiſh Defen- 
der of the Faith, do in effect, diſmiſs the Shep- 
herds, and commit the Care and Cuſtody of their 


Flocks to the Wolves. They are deſperate Per- 


ſons, and would prodigally periſh, were it in 
their own Power and Croke they would lay 
their Lives, Religion, and all-that is Dear and 
Valuable to them, at the Feet and Mercy of 
one train'd up in the Maxims of Deſpotick Pow- 
er; whom they muſt needs know (except poſ- 


ſeſs d) can't prove true to them, unleſs he proves 


falſe to his own avow'd Principles : Were not 
the Frenzy their Diſtemper, they could never 
flatter, either themſelves or their Country, with 
any Good from ſuch a Governor. 
Our Fore-fathers Services and Loyalty to 
ueen Mary, which were requited with the Stake 


and Gibbet, do abundantly ſhew what little 


Confidence we can put in Popiſhh Vows and Po- 
piſh Promiſes ; and plainly demonſtrate, what 
we our ſelves muſt expect for the like Ser- 


-'VICES. 


By woful Experience we had all known, long 
before this happy Juncture, that the very worſt 
that can be named, had been the Lot and Portion 
of Proteſtants in theſe Kingdoms, had not the Di- 
vine Providence miraculouſly interpos'd, and re- 


cu d us in the very. Article of Execution, by the 
Slo- 


© 
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Glorious and Memorable Revolution. An Inſtance 
ſo recent and freſh as this, methinks, fhould be 
every way ſufficient to convince us, that our Safe- 
ty and Proſperity can no where be ſecured and 
promoted, but under the Reign and Influence 
f of a Proteſtant Prince. ; 


Thoſe therefore that in deſpite of theſe things, 
not only have, bur ſtill obſtinately do perſiſt in 
and purſue their pernicious Schemes in favour of 
the Pretender, by King George's ſeaſonable Ac- 
ceſſion, are ſaved againſt their Wills; they are 

hereby ſnatch'd from the Gulf of Perdition, into 
which (both them and theirs, if true Proteſtants) 
would have infallibly ſunk, if their projected De- 
ſigns had proſper'd, in ſetting the Crown upon a 
Popiſh Head. 3 
Tho' theſe Gentlemen are ſq ungrateful as to 
_ difown this Deliverance, Providence hath given 
them, by his preſent Majeſty ; yet, (except they 
can with Succeſs, propagate both their Fren- 
zy and Ingratitude down to Futurity) we may 
not queſtion but their Poſterity will call him 
Bleſſed. | 
Let us hope the Number of ſuch are few and 
contemptible, and that they ſhall never be able 
to endanger the preſent Settlement. But tho 
there be dejected Spirits among us, tho' ſome 
may pine away with meer Vexation at their diſ- 
appointed Projects, yet let us not ſuffer the leaſt 
} abatement of fervour in our Affections upon this 
Account, but with joytul Hearts and unfeigned 
Lips, let us acknowledge, that the Lord hath 
_ great Things for us, whereof we are 
glad. 


2. 
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2. If we are deſirous to have the preſent Mer- 
cy continued, and the others that are promis'd 
in the Text, which we yet poſſeſs not, to be 
conferr'd upon us; then let our Converſation be 
ſuitable to the Mercies we have already receiv'd, 


and to our Profeſſion. Let our holy and ſteady 


walking with God, in Acts of Duty and Wor- 
ſhip, _ the Purity and Strength of our Faith 
and Affections towards him, and declare that 
our preſent Oblation of Thankſgiving is un- 
feigned. | 

Yea, let our Converſation with Men be un- 
blameable and upright ; let our Carriage to our 
Fellow- Subjects be reſpectful and mild, laying 
aſide all Wrath, Bitterneſs and Evil-ſpeaking ; 
and be cloathed with Meekneſs, Charity, Mo- 


deration and Brotherly-kindneſs, the peculiar 


Temper of the Goſpel, which is ſo pleaſing to 
God, and ſo engaging with Men, that none, but 
Perſons of Lioniſh Natures and Diſpoſitions can 
reſiſt the charming Force of it. Let us conſider 
(by Profeſſion) we are all Children of the ſame 
Heavenly Father, joynt Heirs of the ſame Hea- 


venly Inheritance, redeemed by the ſame Savi- 


our, and begotten again by the ſame Holy Spi- 
rit, and that we have the ſame Lord, the {ame 


Faith, and the ſame Baptiſm. Why then ſhould 


we not live and walk charitably one with ano- 


ther? We are all exceeding fond of applauding 


the Apoſtolical Doctrines, why then ſhould we 
not expreſs our approbation of the Apoſtolick 
Practice, by Imitation? There is no dividing 
the Principle from the Practice. Chriſtianity 
conſiſts in Heart and Life, Purity; the moſt 
ſpecious Shews and gaudy Profeſſions are of no 


avail without them: V call ye me, Lord, Lord, 
| ſaith 
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faith our Saviour, and do not the T hings which J ſay. 


Nothing will teſtifie the Sincerity of our Profeſ- 


ſion, and the Truth of our Relation to Chriſt 
Jeſus, but a ſuitable Practice, F a Man love me, 
he will keep my Words. John 14. 23. | 

The Primitive Chriſtians were known and di- 
ſinguiſh'd by their Benignity and Candour, by 
their mutual Love and Condeſcention, by their 
Humility and Piety, by their Charity and Mo- 
deration, by their doing Good, and ſufferin 
(rather than doing) of Evil; which are the diſ- 
criminating Characters of Chriſtianity, and where- 
in the Life and Eſſence of it doth conſiſt : Why 
then do we not ardently pray, and ſtrive to be 


like them? How full of Heat and Fire are too 


many of us, to maintain Party Strife ! but how 


Cold, Dead and Lifeleſs towards God? The 


Malice and Uncharitableneſs of ſome, and the 
Craelty and Immorality of others, are ſufficient 
to tempt By-ſtanders to think, that they do ei- 


ther believe, that the Antiquity of the Goſpel 


hath made void the Force of the Precept, and 
that 'tis ſufficient to Salvation, to Profeſs and 
not Practice; or that they can be ſaved without 
Chriſtian Vertues: If not, why do Men indulge 


themſelves in a Practice, ſo directly oppoſite to 


ſo Sacred and Inviolable an Inſtitution? And 
why nouriſh a Temper ſo pernicious to the 
Chriſtian Religion? Our flaming Zeal for this 
or the other Party, may burn to the moſt intenſe 
degree, yet 1t 15 of no Account in the Sight of 
God; for it is only he that feareth God and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, that ſhall be accepted of him. 
Acts 10. 35. Tis in vain therefore to flatter 
our ſelves, with the hopes of Peace and Secu- 
rity tor the preſent, and of Proſperity and Fe- 

licity 
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licity for the future, as long as our Hearts and 
Converſations are ſo unſuitable to our Mer- 
cies. The God of Heaven muſt graciouſly in- 
terpoſe, and caſt us into the Meek and Lambs 
like Nature of Chriſt ; and ſo bring us to 
love and live in Peace one with another, 


before the God of Love and Peace will dwell 


with us. | | 

And our Deportment muſt be alſo ſuitable to 
him, whom God hath raiſed up and ſet over 
us; yielding him that Subjection, Obedience and 
Affection, which the Laws of God, the Laws of 
the Land, and his ſingular Worth deſerve and 
require. Submitting our ſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man, for the Lord's ſake, whether it 
be to the King as Supreme; or unto Governors, 
as unto them that are ſent by him, for the pu- 
niſhment of Evil-doers, and for the praiſe of them 
that do well. 

Approving our ſelves good Subjects and good 
Chriſtians, by Sober, Righteous and Pious 
Lives: This will be a principal Means of ſecu- 
ring His Majeſty upon the Throne, of making 
him a Great and Glorious Monarch; and our 
ſelves a Happy and Flouriſhing People. Ana 


this appears to be the Condition on which we 


can ground our Safety and Felicity, as we learn 
from the Prophet, 1 Sam. 12. 14, 25. If ye will 
fear the Lord, and ſerve him, and obey his Voice, 
and not rebel againſt the Commandment of the Lord, 
then ſhall both ye, aud alſo the King that reigneth 
over you, continue following the Lord your God. But 
if ye will not obey the Voice of the Lord, but rebel 
and do wickedly, ye fhall be conſumed, both ye and 


your King. Let us therefore, both for our own 


and our dear Sovereign's Happineſs and Preſer- 
vation, 


e . 
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| ſervation, live in the daily Practice of whatſo- 
ever Things are true; juſt, pare, lovely and of 
good Report, adorning the Goſpel of God our 
Saviour in all things: And if in all theſe things 
we walk ſuitably to our Mercy, we ſhall not fail 
of having the Promiſe verify d, (viz.) of ſeeing 
the Salvation of Gd. 1 F 
Lafily, Now our Indulgent Father hath given 
us the deſire of our Souls; now it hath pleaſed 
him to bleſs us with a Prince, in whom there is 
a ſweet Confluence and happy Mixture of all Ex- 
cellent and Royal Vertnes; which fits him in an 
eminent manner to {way the. Scepter of theſe 
Kingdoms ; and anſwer the Ends of Govern- 
ment; Let our preſent and future Contenti- 
ons and Emulations be, who among us ſhall 
come neareſt ſo great and bright an Example 
of Prudence and Moderation; and be moſt ſub- 
ſervient to repair that ſcandalous Breach which 
our unhappy Diviſions and Animoſities have 
made. | 5 
Let us pray that the Crown may ſit ſecure 
and eaſie upon his Head, and the Affections and 
Faithfulneſs of his People rejoyce his Heart; 
and that God would be pleaſed to direct and in- 
fluence our Country- men in the Choice of ſuch Per- 
{ons to repreſent them in the Enſuing Parliament; 
as ſhall be Men of Wiſdom, Probity and Integri- 
ty, Hearty in the Intereſt of their own Country, 
and Faithful in adviſing his Majeſty, in Mat- 
ters of ſuch Importance as are now depen- 
ding. | 1 
That there may be ſuch a due regard to juſtice, 
that it may be impartially adminiſtred to all, 
without reſpect of Perſons. That Greatneſs may 
not be a Subterfuge for 9 nor Poverty 
| | an 
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an excuſe for Pravity. That neither the Honour 
and Intereſt of one, nor the abject Meanneſs of 


* 2 "is 
* 
7 


the other, may ſcreen them from their juſt De- 
merits. But that all evil Doers, of what Rank and 
Quality ſoever, may be terrified by our good Ma- 
giſtrates, who we humbly hope, by God's help, 
will not bear the Sword ip vain, EY 

And moreover, that God would bleſs him with 
a Wiſe, a Faithful and Judicious Council, and 
ſucceſsful Enterprizes ; that none may be in Fa- 
vour and Truſt, that ſhall embarraſs his Af- 
fairs, impede and clogg the Wheels of his Go- 
vernment, or eclipſe the Glory thereof; but 
that all who have the Honour of the Royal Fa- 
vour, may be unanimous, (without the leaſt diſ- 
cord) and with one Heart and Hand, promote 
the general Welfare of theſe Kingdoms. And for 
his Majeſty, Let us heartily pray, that God 
would ſhower down a Confluence of all Bleſſings 
upon his Head. That his Divine Favour and 


Goodneſs might encompaſs him about, and ſhelter 


him from the Malice and Power of all his Ene- 
mies. That no Weapon form'd againſt him may 
proſper. That all who riſe againſt him may fall 
before him, and lick the Duſt under his Feet. May 
he always encourage Vertue and Piety, that pure 
and undefiled Religion may flouriſh, and the 
great and dreadful Name of God be truly teared 
and adored. May he not only be the Deten- 
der of the Faith at home, but the Protector of 
Liberty abroad. May the kind Influence of his 
Government extend far and wide, that not only 
his Subjects but Allies may reap the Benefits 
thereof. May he be a Sanctuary for the Oppreſ- 
ſed, and a Scourge for Tyrants. And after a 
multitude of Bleſſings, and à multitude of Years, 

may 
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may he exchange his Temporal for an Eternal 
Crown; and be endleſly happy in the Enjoy- 
ment of God, and glorious in Holineſs. And 
may then the Crown of theſe Kingdoms deſcend 
upon the Head of his Royal Son, who inherits 
his Vertues ; and him, and his Proteſtant Pro- 
eny, ſucceſſively wear it till the Reſurrection- 
Jay. 
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